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AIS Program Funding in Michigan 
 

1. Federal Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant 
 

Approximately $1M per year comes to Michigan through the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service for support of our state AIS Team staff and projects in our AIS State 
Management Plan (including staff support for the Council). DEQ just applied for the 3rd 
year of funding for a 5 year program. Funding authorization for the GLRI is year-to-year 
and there are no current plans to fund the GLRI past federal Fiscal Year 2014.  
 

2. Federal Implementation Grant for State Management Plans 
 
Approximately $25,000 per year comes to Michigan through the USFWS for 
implementing the AIS State Management Plan. The USFWS distributes approximately 
$1M total to the 39 states that have approved AIS State Management Plans. This 
funding has been dramatically reduced over the last 10 years and at least one version of 
the federal budget had it $0 for federal FY13. 
 

3. State Funding 
a. AIS Fund: The fund was established by the 2005 AIS legislation as a 

place to put penalties from enforcement cases, but no money is in the 
fund.  

b. Aquatic Nuisance Control: Michigan requires a permit for chemical control 
of aquatic nuisance species and collects fees to support the program. 

 
AIS Program Funding in Other States 

Wisconsin 
Wisconsin uses a small portion of the gas tax apportioned to boat usage to fund their 
program. Program total is approximately $4M per year. 
 

Minnesota 
Minnesota has 3 sources of program funds; a $5 per boat additional registration fee, a 
portion of the fee from non-resident fishing licenses, and $725,000 of general fund. 
Program total is approximately $2M per year. 
 

Indiana 
Indiana has a Lake and River Enhancement fund from an additional fee for boat 
registration that ranges from $5-$25 per boat. A portion of that goes to the AIS program, 
with a program total of approximately $700,000 per year.  
 

Maine 
Maine has a $10 per boat additional fee plus a Lake and River Protection sticker, which 
are required for watercraft operating on inland waters. $760,000 total budget in 2006 
 

California 
California has a $625 docking fee for ships arriving from anywhere outside the state plus 
other fees for specific programs. The total program budget in 2008 was $39M.  



 
Willingness to Pay in Michigan 
 
 
In 2003, Michigan conducted a survey of boaters in the state on AIS. Among other 
things, it was determined that approximately ¾ of all boaters (72%) would be willing to 
pay from $1 to more than $10 more for boater registration if the funds went to prevent 
spread of AIS and reduce their effects. 

  

 
 

 

 
 
The Case for Permanent Funding  
 
Dedicated permanent funding to support permanent staff and agency programs will be a 
key to effectively addressing AIS issues in Michigan Though many AIS activities are 
currently underway throughout the state, all of these are operating on ‘soft’ (short-
term/grant) money – a very inefficient approach in the long-term because so much time 
and effort must be spent soliciting grants rather than managing invasive species. Such 
grants also result in high staff turnover (including short-term hiring and rehiring); the 
need to write various status reports to comply with grant requirements; and gaps in 
eradication and control efforts between funding opportunities, allowing for the recovery 
of AIS. Thus while soft monies can be very effective for short-term projects such as 
research studies, they may compromise long-term program operations. There is a clear 
need for dedicated permanent funding to address aquatic invasive species issues in 
Michigan. 


